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What is Sorghum?

• Hybrid Grain Sorghum-used primarily for 
animal and human consumption

• Hybrid Forage Sorghum-used for silage, 
green chop

• Hybrid Sudangrass-used primarily for hay 
production and some grazing

• Sweet Sorghum-used for molasses or syrup 
production

• Biomass sorghum-developed for renewable 
bio-products





What Makes Forage Sorghums 
Different?

• Have been in California since the late 
1800s

• Seed industry has been developed around 
forages

• Hybrids have been specifically bred for 
forage quality

• Introduction of novel genes for 
improvement
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Photoperiod and Maturity Genes



Drought Tolerance



bmr Genetics
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Issue with some bmr forages



New Genetics

• Brachytic genes

– Shortens internode 
length

• Has potential to 
resolve lodging 
issues with bmr
forages



Evaluating Forages in California

• Finishing up 3 years of hybrid evaluations

• Grown at both Westside and Kearney 
Agricultural Research and Extension 
Centers

• Typically with less than 19 applied inches 
of water

• Approximately 125 lbs of N



Data Collection

• Agronomic Data

– Height

– Flowering

– Lodging

– Yield

• Nutritional

– Sent to Dairyland
Labs



Agronomic Data



Nutrition Data



Lessons to be Learned

• Plant populations, not pounds per acre 
are necessary

• Managing N fertility is important

• Sorghum forages can be both high 
yielding and good quality

• Sorghum forages can be managed on less 
water than most other crops



Water is the Key!
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Questions
Look us up at: sorghum.ucanr.edu


