
Status of Western Hay Markets
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2019 Review

Early summer rain across much of the West led to tighter supplies of 
higher quality alfalfa hay. 

Prices on higher quality alfalfa hay held mostly steady over the 
summer while 

Prices of Dry Cow/Feeder hay softened over summer but have 
increased slightly in Central California 
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Almond Hulls

• $120 to $148 delivered in July 2019 and ranged 
from  $110 to $130 delivered from September 
to mid-November 2019  

• $160 to $195 delivered to Tulare-Hanford 
dairies in July and ranged between $115 to 
$135 from August to mid-November 2018.   



Hay Exports
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Industry 
Trends

New Maritime Fuel Regulations

New Trucking Regulations



Outlook for 2019



Two Key 
Elements 
for good 
demand 
For 2020 Milk Prices Hold Current 

Levels
Long-Term trade deal with 

China



Dairy
Situation in 

the West

Milk price projections not encouraging until late 
summer.

Dairies have reduced pounds of alfalfa hay and have 
done all they can to hold down feed costs.

Dairies need more time at current price levels to fully 
recover  

Abnormal hay buying for 3nd year



Hay Exports

Will Chinese buyers fully return 
to the West Cost for alfalfa hay?

Saudi Arabia has been slow to 
enforce the planned water 
cutbacks.

Other markets mature on alfalfa hay 
exports but could see more exports of 
timothy and grass straw to Japan and 
Korea



Alfalfa Hay 
Acres in the 
West

Mixed

Alfalfa profitable for many growers

But in some areas, such as Central CA 
there is not the incentive….. 

More almond trees will be planted in CA  



Thank You!
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