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“Dan was hired in the Department of 
Agronomy and Range Science (now Plant 
Sciences), to replace the retired Vern Marble. 
Vern was highly regarded as a forge and 
alfalfa specialist and had built his career on 
extensive contact and travel around California 
to support county-based advisors and local 
forage producers. Dan was able to follow 
Vern’s successful example but added a 
productive applied research program, created 
widely used and highly regarded extension 
publications, including the Alfalfa production 
manual, an excellent website on forages, 
which he still maintains.” 

– Steve Kaffka, University of California, Davis 



“Dan’s work and activities can be regarded as an 
example of how the land grant-based research and 
extension model works best, linking campus based 
basic research and plant breeding with applied 
research in all areas of importance to alfalfa and 
forage production, including irrigation, fertility, 
management and pest control, and the work of 
extension advisors throughout the state.”

– Steve Kaffka, University of California, Davis 



“Forage production was and remains a vital 
part of California’s agriculture. He was 
recruited to fill a big job, that required a 
person with big capacities. He more than met 
that challenge.  I was proud to have him as a 
colleague and grateful to have him as a friend.” 

– Steve Kaffka, University of California, Davis 



“Dan is a great, hard-working and 
outstanding individual who has 
contributed a lot to growers and 
the research community.”
- Bob Hutmacher, University of California, Davis



“Dan has been willing to jump into 
so many different areas of research 
the past several decades. While I 
am quite sure that Dan's true 
calling has been his work with 
alfalfa, it is really remarkable that 
he has also served as a leader in 
much of the biofuels research work 
on sorghum and switchgrass in 
cooperation with the U.S. 
Department of Energy and other 
UC colleagues.”
- Bob Hutmacher, University of California, Davis



“Dan is a versatile 
individual and 
insightful researcher 
who isn't afraid to 
dive into new-to-him 
areas of research.”

- Bob Hutmacher, 
University of California, Davis



“Dan’s knowledge and expertise combined 
with the University of California, Davis has 
provided a much-needed production and 
quality increase for all of our products. 
Well done.” 
– Rick Staas, San Joaquin Valley Hay Growers Association



“I am grateful to have met Dan. Not 
only I have learned a lot listening to 
him in different alfalfa meetings also 
enjoyed it so much, he has an 
incredible manner of doing that 
(always making some funny joke, 
that I never forget). It is impossible 
not to admire him as an alfalfa lover 
that I am! 

Thank you, Dan for the valuable time 
that you gave me visiting you in Davis 
in 2010 and 2022.” 
-Mónica Cornacchione, Argentina



“Dan’s research done here, has and will have a lifetime effect on the most 
important crops we can produce for the benefit of agriculture and every 
citizen of the world. Take to heart his knowledge.”
– Rick Staas, San Joaquin Valley Hay Growers Association



“Dan, thanks for your all you’ve done 
for the alfalfa and forage industry. It’s 
been great working with you these past 
30+ years, ever since we started 
collaborating with the UCCE Alfalfa 
Workgroup team long ago ☺. I’ve 
especially appreciated your high 
standards for scientific methodology 
that ensures data integrity. Thank you.”

Rachael Long, UCCE Advisor Emeritus Alfalfa Team Leader! ☺














