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When you just donôt have enoughé

Deficit Irrigation: Strategies for Alfalfa
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Is the West in a Megadrought? -Economist 2021
Laks Shasta, CA

Colorado Rivershed2022

The West -a region of drought?
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5 Year Drought (2011 -2017)
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November, 2017
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1883 Schooner on Tulare Lake

1880 camping on Tulare Lake

June 2023 -San Joaquin Valley Tulare Lake 
reappears after many years due to historic floods
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The reality:

VARIATION in water supplies more important 
than drought itself 

Fundamentally, demand (cities, ag., 
environmental allocations) is exceeding supply 
(over time)

Lack of high water flow capture (storage)

Depletion of aquifers

Climate Change

What does that mean for agriculture & forage 
crops?



2023ïWestern Alfalfa Symposium, Reno © D.H. Putnam

Where does the water go?
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Impact of drought on US Alfalfa
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Very much in the public eye
(February 1, 2023)


