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Deficit Irrigation: Strategies for Alfalfa
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June 2023 -San Joaquin Valley-Tulare Lake
reappears after many years due to historic floods




The reality:

VARIATION in water supplies more important
than drought itself

Fundamentally, demand (cities, ag.,

environmental allocations) is exceeding supply
(over time)

Lack of high water flow capture (storage)
Depletion of aquifers
Climate Change

.. What does that mean for agriculture & forage

& Crops?
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Where does the water go?

Percentage of All CA Water Use

B Agriculture B All Cities B Environment/Flows to ocean

Source: PPIC/DWR \’é’//
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Impact of-drought on US Alfalfa

Alfalfa hay acreage in drought (percent)
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MNote: This figure shows the national percentage of cropland planted in alfalfa hay experienc-
ing drought conditions between 2011 and 2023. The summer of 2021 saw the largest percent-
age of alfalfa hay cropland, which is concentrated in the western United States, experience ex-

treme or exceptional drought during the 2011 to 2023 period.
Source: USDA, Economic Research Serwvice using National Drought Mitigation Center data;
and U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Drought Monitor data.
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Latest on drought Snowpack Basics Lawn and other guides Tracking the drought View All >
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Environmental group urges California to limit the growing of
almonds and alfalfa

SUBSCRIBERS ARE READING )

Opinion: San Jose, the metropolis of the future?
How a ‘forgettable’ city may become a national

Did anyone check on ‘miserable’ Ben Affleck
after the Grammy Awards?
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