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How Much Water Do You Have?

Source: Leon New, TAMU AgriLife.
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Sorghum Forages



Sorghum Forages 
Why Consider Them?

ÅAdvantages

ïFlexible planting

ÅAdjustable to water allocations

ÅImproved odds of rain

ÅRapid growth

ïHigher yields with limited 

water

ïDrought tolerant

ïLow seed cost

ïMany harvest options

ÅDisadvantages

ïToxicity concerns

ÅNot good for horses

ïHarder to dry

ïLodging

ïMany types to choose 

from

ïFew herbicide options



Sorghum Forages 
Why Consider Them?



http://forages.nmsu.edu
5-10% Starch AVE: 10-20% Starch

High Range: 25-30% Starch



Nutritive Value Declines with Maturity 
Sorghum x Sudangrass

Stage of Maturity % TDN

% Crude 

Protein

Early Vegetative 71.5 19.7

Late Vegetative 70.9 16.6

Boot 67.7 13.6

Heading 65.3 12.6

Bloom 61.5 11.0

Dough 58.8 7.8

Source: C. Trostle. 2010. Annual Summer Forages for West Texas. TAMU Pub.



Toxicity Management

ÅNitrate & Prussic Acid Potential

ÅGrazing

ïGraze plants > 18 inches, later in day

ïWait 1 week after environmental stress

ïDilute with non-toxic feeds

ÅHay

ïNitrates persist

ïPrussic acid deteriorates/dissipates mostly

ÅEnsiling (30-60 days)

ïReduce NO3
- and HCN levels by 50%

ïWait 5-7 days after killing frost to green chop or ensile



New Sorghum Herbicide 

Technology



** Always read and follow label.

Herbicide Tolerant Sorghum
Grass Herbicides

ÅACCaseInhibitor (Group 1)

ÅóDouble Teamô sorghum

ÅS&W / ADAMA

ÅóFirstActô herbicidespecific

ÅQuizalofop

ÅALS Inhibitors (Group 2)

ÅóInzenô sorghum

ÅPioneer / Corteva

ÅóZest WDGô herbicide specific

ÅNicosulfuron

ÅALS Inhibitors (Group 2)

Å óigrowthô sorghum

Å Advanta-Alta / UPL

Å Herbicide under EPA review

ÅóImiFlexô

Å Imazamox





Source: Pat Porter;
AgriLifeLubbock Research and Extension Center Susceptible sorghum, Los Lunas, NM



ÅCharacteristics

ïDrought tolerant

ï3 to 8 feet tall

ïSmaller stems and leafier than sorghums

ï3 to 4 tons/ac yield potential

ï60-65% digestible

ïNo prussic acid

ï** Safe for horses **

ïMultiple cuts / Fall grazing

Pearl Millet 
[Pennisetumglaucum]



Pearl Millet

ÅEstablishment & Management

ïSimilar to Sorghum x Sudangrass

Å5-7 tons/acre yield

ï70,000 to 90,000 seeds/lb

ïShallower planting depth (0.75 to 1ò)

ïLater planting than sorghums

ïFewer herbicide options

ïSCA not as damaging

ïMore tolerant to high pH soils (Fe deficient)




