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Canada’s Alfalfa Timeline

• 1920's – breeding for cold 
hardiness starts in SK and 
AB​

• 1950's – Firmly rooted as a 
significant crop in Canada, 
especially the west

• First grown in eastern 
Canada late 19th century



Market – North America
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• South Alberta to Whitehorse
• South Manitoba to Florida
• Quebec to Pennsylvania​
• South Alberta to Florida
• South Manitoba to California​
• South Alberta to Quebec​
• Ontario to New York
• South Manitoba to Wisconsin
• South Alberta to Vancouver Island



Map of the World

Stock Photo

• Canada to UAE​
• Canada to South Korea
• Canada to Japan
• Canada to Taiwan

• Canada to China ​



Challenges / Changes
• Formerly primary feedstock for 

dairy industry and beef
• Modern corn varieties have reduced 

that dependency on alfalfa​

• Low bloat varieties have made 
alfalfa make safe for grazing​

• Export by pellets started in the late 
80's early 90's and has built from 
there



Winter Hardiness
• Try to manage fall 

regrowth
• Varieties are quite 

hardy

Environmental Challenges

Drought
• Alberta - irrigation
• Drought tolerant 

varieties



Prospects

• Soil health benefits 

• Urea fertilization 
reduction benefits

• Animal health benefits

• Human food / 
supplement market???
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